
w e d d i n g  d a y  t i m e l i n e  c h e c k l i s t



Timeline Checklist
D O  A L L  T H E  T H I N G S ,  T I C K  A L L  T H E  B O X E S 
( p u t  t o g e t h e r  b y  p r o f e s s i o n a l  w e d d i n g  a t t e n d e e s )

Set a date

Discuss budget & create a spreadsheet 

Research & vis i t  venues -  then book!!

Decide on guest l ist

Ask your best ies to to a part  of  your day

Go dress shopping

Find someone to off ic iate

Send save the dates

Shop for  r ings

Get marr iage l icense

Register  for  gi f ts

Choose a f lor ist

Arrange transportat ion

Shop & order wedding cake

Find MUA & Hairsty l ist

Hire a tux ( learn how to knot a t ie)

Final ise vendor detai ls

Send invitat ions

Bachelorette Party

Bachelor’s  Party

Pay vendors (ensure you have cash on the day)

Distr ibute wedding t imel ine

Final ize everything

Get marr ied!





•	 Break out the Pinterest  Wedding 

Inspirat ion board

•	 Meet with your parents and 

f inal ise a budget

•	 Pick a potent ial  wedding date

•	 Decide on the v ibe you are going for

•	 Ask your best ies to be part  of  your br idal  party

•	 Draft  a guest l ist

•	 V is i t  venues you love -  as soon as you decide on 

a fave book i t  in!!  Popular  venues can book out 

12 months in advance

•	 Have an engagement party!  This  one is  optional 

•	 Research vendors -  book a fab photographer, 

entertainment,  celebrant,  cater ing and venue 

asap -  this  should be fun!!

•	 Start  the hunt for  your wedding dress

•	 Send a save the date card once al l  the main 

vendors are locked in

And so it begins...
I D E A L L Y  P L A N N I N G  S H O U L D  S T A R T  1 2  M O N T H S  I N  A D V A N C E

12  mon th s  ou t

https://www.delumierephotography.com.au/wedding-vendors
https://www.delumierephotography.com.au/post/save-the-date-etiquette


•	 Order rental  i tems for  ceremony and reception,  such 

as chairs ,  tables

•	 Order your wedding dress -  some boutiques require 

6 months to create your dream gown

•	 Lock in your wedding cake art ist 

• 	 Meet with f lor ists

•	 Go shopping with br idesmaids

•	 Book a honeymoon -  are your 

passports in ready to go?

9  mon th s  ou t

•	 Organise the wedding cars

•	 Groom :  purchase or rent the suits

•	 The best  man/bridesmaids/pals 

should start  planning the hen’s 

night/buck’s  night

•	 Choose and order invitat ions 

•	 Attend pre-wedding counsel l ing -  cathol ic  weddings

•	 Check with your off ic iate and organise the legal i t ies

•	 Final ise the menu with caterer

•	 Travel l ing overseas? Check on vaccinat ions

•	 Organise a tr ia l  for  hair  and makeup -  why not co-

ordinate this  with your pre-wedding photography!

•	 Gather addresses for  invitat ions

•	 Choose your cake (yummers!)

6  mon th s  ou t



J E S S E  +  J A M E S
B U R N H A M  G R O V E



•	 Have your pre-wedding portrait  session with tr ia l 

hair  and makeup

•	 Send out invitat ions

•	 Attend dress f i t t ings

•	 Do the boys needs a suit  f i t t ing?

•	 Choose and order wedding bands

•	 Buy shoes and accessories -  remember to leave 

t ime i f  ordering onl ine

•	 Are you going to have gi f t 

favours? I f  so,  now’s the t ime 

to sort  these out! 

•	 I f  you are thinking of  doing 

any DIY start  these now 

3  mon th s  ou t

Photography is al l  about 
capturing light,  the better the l ight the 
more beautiful  the images,  with the best 
t ime for portraits being ‘golden hour’ .  If 
your reception fal ls  in this hour before 
sunset  take ten minutes out of  the reception 
right on sunset  -  you won’t  regret  i t .

w w w . d e l u m i e r e p h o t o g r a p h y . c o m . a u

https://www.delumierephotography.com.au/couples-photography
http://www.delumierephotography.com.au


L U C Y  +  T I M

S E R G E A N T S  M E S S



•	 Organise any presents you may wish to give on the 

day

•	 Are you having a rehearsal  or  rehearsal  dinner?

•	 Final  dress f i t t ing at around 4-6 weeks

•	 Any last  minute adjustments with suppl iers

•	 Final ise run sheet and schedule

•	 Review RSVP l ist  and cal l  anyone that hasn’t 

repl ied

•	 Give the venue/caterer f inal  head count

•	 Create a table plan/draw up a seat ing chart

•	 Song select ions to DJ and musicians

•	 Break in your wedding shoes -  but keep in mind 

they wi l l  be photographed  so try  to hold off 

putt ing inners in them or scuff ing the bottoms too 

much! 

•	 Make sure the boys know 

how to knot a t ie (or  bow t ie) 

-  this  wi l l  save SOOOO much 

t ime when gett ing ready

•	 Put together a family  shot 

l ist  for  the photographer

1  mon th  ou t

w w w . d e l u m i e r e p h o t o g r a p h y . c o m . a u

http://www.delumierephotography.com.au


•	 Supply venue with a l ist  of 

suppl ier  requests such as a 

table for  DJ or setup space 

needed by f lor ist .

• 	 Pr int  place cards

•	 Contact a l l  wedding suppl iers  to conf i rm 

arrangements -  give them an emergency number 

for  the day

•	 Pr int  off  a run sheet with the main suppl iers ’ 

contact  detai ls ,  for  maid of  honour and venue

•	 Get manicure,  massage,  waxing etc

•	 Do ful l  wedding dress rehearsal  f rom underwear to 

vei l  (make sure your br idesmaids know how to get 

you into the dress! )

•	 Have your r ings c leaned

•	 Pack an overnight bag for  the reception

•	 Pack for  the honeymoon (passport!! )

•	 Write your partner a note to be opened on the 

wedding morning (makes for  great photo ops )

• 	 Make last  minute changes to table plan i f 

necessary

•	 Groom :  Go for  f inal  f i t t ing and pick up your 

formalwear

•	 Confirm pick-up t imes with wedding car company

•	 Discuss any necessary last-minute subst i tut ions

F ina l  Week



Let the party begin!!
T H E  B I G  D A Y  I S  F I N A L L Y  H E R E ,  R E L A X  Y O U ’ V E  G O T  T H I S

•	 Drop off  place cards,  table cards,  menus,  favours, 

table plan to venue,  ensure that the venue knows 

who to talk to during the reception (hint ,  i t 

shouldn’t  be you )

• 	 Sort  out payments,  ensuring you have some spare 

cash on the day ,  for  any f inal  balances to be paid 

(addit ional  hair  and make up for  example)

•	 Ensure the cake is  on track to be del ivered to 

reception venue -  have someone else look after 

this  one!

•	 Rehearse ceremony with ful l  wedding party + 

celebrant at  the ceremony s i te

•	 Ensure that the boys have al l  their  suits ,  shirts ,  t ies 

out of  their  packaging and pressed (check again 

that they know how to knot a t ie!! )

•	 Does your maid of  honour have their  emergency 

br idesmaid kit  ready to go?!

•	 Drink water

•	 Get a good night’s  rest!

Nigh t  be fo r e

https://www.delumierephotography.com.au/post/the-bridesmaid-s-survival-kit----sydney-photographer
https://www.delumierephotography.com.au/post/the-bridesmaid-s-survival-kit----sydney-photographer


•	 Eeek!!!  I t ’s  gett ing real!!

•	 Have some breakfast

•	 Take some t ime out on your own

•	 Flowers should be del ivered to where the br ide is 

gett ing ready -  buttonholes may need to be taken 

to the guys

•	 Don’t  be tempted to put a bra on -  the strap marks 

take hours to disappear

•	 Groom  :  give wedding bands to the best  man - 

double check before you leave!!

•	 Take your dress and vei l  out of  the bag ear ly  on 

and have someone steam them i f  needed

•	 Lay out al l  the i tems ( r ings,  invitat ions,  etc)  that 

you want your photographer to capture,  ensure 

sure that hair  and make 

up is  done by the t ime the 

photographer arr ives

•	 Drink more water

•	 And i t ’s  a go! 

The  morn ing  o f

w w w . d e l u m i e r e p h o t o g r a p h y . c o m . a u

http://www.delumierephotography.com.au


•	 Arrange for  someone to return any rentals

•	 Pre-plan for  someone to take the wedding dress 

and suit  for  c leaning or return a rented tux to the 

rental  shop

•	 Write and send thank-you notes to gi f t -bear ing 

guests and vendors who were especial ly  helpful

•	 Col lect  your marr iage cert i f icate

The  da y  a f t e r

Always leave extra time 
to get ready, you WILL 
run over time and you’ll appreciate any 
extra down time, and lots of time for 
location portraits. Having a stress free 
wedding day will lead to beautiful photos.

w w w . d e l u m i e r e p h o t o g r a p h y . c o m . a u

http://www.delumierephotography.com.au


It’s your day
T H E  R U L E S  A R E  . . .  ( T H E R E  A R E  N O  R U L E S )

Remember that this  is  just  a guide and at  the end of  the 
day i t  is  your wedding! 

Invite al l  the people,  elope in Vegas,  pop down to the 
registry,  get marr ied in the gorgeous church,  stand at  the 
top of  a snow topped mountain,  but do what makes YOU 
happy.

Breathe,  relax and enjoy planning your wedding day.

Li fe’s  too short  to be worrying about wedding favors, 
obl igat ion guests and br idesmaid dramas.  The 
Br idechi l la  Podcast  is  a top-rated wedding planning 
podcast ,  and community brought to l i fe by author and 
comedian Aleisha McCormack.

Listen to the Br idechi l la  Podcast ,  take control  and enjoy 
wedding planning!

I  stumbled across this and just had to share.. .

https://www.thebridechilla.com/hello-bridechilla-podcast/
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